Trinity Presbyterian Church

Elma Park, Edenvale

Wednesday, 10 November 2021

Dear Friends,
But just as He who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do, for it is written: “Be holy, because | am holy.”
1 Peter 1:15-16

What thoughts and feelings does this word “holy” evoke in you?
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Perhaps some of these comments will be along similar lines to your answer: “holier than thou”, “guilty”, “perfection”,
“faultless”, “a sense of failure”, “impossible”, “judged”, “stiff necked”. In many people’s minds, holiness seems associated
with an over-scrupulous, straightlaced, ethereal lifestyle lacking any attractiveness, vitality or joy. Yet, scripture often
describes God as holy. We proclaim as part of our communion liturgy, “Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
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Heaven and earth are full of your glory

In the book “Signposts to Spirituality” by Trevor Hudson, this concept of being holy is explored. In its fundamental sense,
the word holy emphasizes that God is different or set apart. What is essentially different about God? It is the immense
and outrages love which we perceive through Christ who gave himself to give light to the lives of men and women and
liberate us from sin. It is a self-giving love. It is a fiery love which accepts us as we are, draws us forward into wholeness
and will never let us go. That sounds appealing to me and vastly different from the concept of holiness we often associate
with the word.

We learn about living holy lives through the Holy Servant, Jesus. Jesus did not try to be anyone other than Jesus’ self.
Hudson writes, “To be Holy in a Christlike way is to become more truly ourselves, becoming the people God wants us to
be.” Jesus mingled with people from all social strata and noticed people in need. Hudson writes, “To become Holy, the
Christlike way, is to become increasingly less self-centred and more concerned about the needs around us.” How do we
achieve this? At the centre of Jesus’ life is the closeness with the one he calls Abba. We can often read in the gospels that
Jesus withdraws to a place of solitude and emerges with a great sense of compassion for people. Hudson writes, “Holy
men and women are those for whom God comes first.”

Holiness is not a do-it-yourself job of ticking all the must do’s and don’t do’s boxes. As we turn toward Christ and entrust
ourselves to Christ, he comes to live within us in the power of the Holy Spirit. Through his loving power, being open to the
Spirit, we are transformed to become our true selves, increasing in seeing the needs of others and desiring to do the will
of God. Hudson writes, “Holiness is an inside work of the Holy Spirit, a gracious gift to those who live with open hands

[and hearts].”

To become Holy is to become different, the kind of different which exudes a fullness of life to it and not a doldrum pattern
of living. This difference will be the fiery, immense love which accepts people as they are, draws them forward into
wholeness and is self-giving. To become this type of different, we will need to spend time with Holy One, to allow the
closeness of relationship with Jesus transform us into our true selves, the way that God wants us to be. Will we seek this
kind of holy living?

With love,

lain



Please see below a letter from the UPCSA
TO ALL IN THE UPCSA
Dear Presbyterians,

The UPCSA Lleadership, working with the Gender Desk, deemed it necessary to hold a 24-hours
prayer marathon from Friday the 19th November at 18:00 to Saturday the 20th November at
18:00. This comes out of reading the signs of times and the UPCSA 1is affected by what 1is
happening. The church is called to prayer.

* The COVID-19 pandemic 1is making itself a god that controls our Llives.

It has had huge impact in the Llives of many. Last night, we held a healing/memorial service
for all the UPCSA members who passed away from March 2020. We were shocked by the statistics,
although the Llists from the Presbyteries were not up to date. The pandemic has laid bare the
fault Llines and inadequacies 1in our societies, as we continue to witness the growing gap
between the rich and poor, racism, GBV and femicide, xenophobia, Llow spirituality Llevels and
other 1ills.

* The loss of income 1s being experienced by many. High unemployment is on
the rise and it affects the youth mostly. The church is also feeling the pinch.

* The recently held lLocal government elections in South Africa gave a reading
that there 1is a fallout between the politicians and the electorate. Corruption, Llack of
service delivery, dishonesty, poor/bad governance can be cited as some of the causes of voter
apathy.

* The prophetic voice of the church is lacking in many of the circumstances.
The church is being called to wake up from its slumber.

The UPCSA shall be a missional church and a reconciled church. The UPCSA must "exercise its
prophetic witness to Christ"”, in keeping with its vision.

Each Presbytery and Cluster of General Assembly Committees will determine how they are going
to use the hour that will be given to them.

The prayer marathon shall be concluded by a message from the Moderator of the General
Assembly at 18:00 on the 20th November 2021.

Please Note: The Moderator of the General Assembly is calling all the Christians in the UPCSA
to a day of fasting on the 20th November 2021 from 6am to 6pm.

Warmest regards,

Rev Dr Lungile Mpetsheni Rhadebe

Sanctuary open for in-person gathering

With adjusted level 1 lockdown now in place, Session has agreed to increase the nhumber of
people in the Sanctuary to 120, and still following the lockdown regulations of completing the
register, taking temperatures, keeping our distance etc. There will be children’s worship in
person in the hall.

Please phone the office on 011 453 7729 to add your name to the register for
Sunday services, as this does speed up the process at the door.




Please take note: EFT Payments
We would like to ensure that the payments made to Trinity towards tithing, retiring offerings, food bags etc are
allocated correctly. In order to do this, please would you ensure that the reference shown on your payment has
the correct beneficiary.

For Tithing, please use the following methods:
Zapper QR Code

Banking Details
Trinity Presbyterian Church,
Standard Bank,

Current Account, Number 42 448 2088,
Branch 016 342
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“Our Purpose is to GROW DEEPER! Grow deeper with God, in Relationships with

each other, by creating Opportunities for ministry and as Witnesses.”

No Youth meeting this Friday
Sunday School 9:00 on Sunday in the Main Hall

Please see attached the Family Reflection news for the last 2 Sundays




Confirmatio

Should you be selling a reasonably priced vehicle (car or
bakkie) please contact Mxolisi on 072 148 6233

)
Day of Thanksgiving
Thursday, 25 November 2021
More information to follow...




We are needing the following items....

Should you have these at home or at work please consider
donating them to the church. Please drop them off on a Sunday
before the service or during the week at the office.

Thank you @

Card refurbishment gef fogether
Saturday. 27 November 2021 @ 2: 30
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We invite you to come along and explore your creative talents fo
refurbish greeting cards which we sell at the church fo raise funds

Should you wish to come along, please call
Jenny Pearson on 071 965 0943.



Family news....

Natalie Collard (photo above) has been elected as Head Girl at Grantley College in 2022.
She achieved the Top Designer student award, Top Hospitality student award, and Silver
Award for Top 3 Grade 11 Academics.

Needless to say Elspeth, Lies/ and Eric are super proud.

Congratulations Natalie!

Edenvale Care Centre
Please see attached a notice of their Annual General Meeting.

To smile wiﬁfoﬁaition,
to talk without intention,
to give without redason,
and
to care without expectation
is the beauty
of any true relation!
Good Morning

Please email or contact the office if you have any family news...

Visit our Facebook page for daily inspirational messages —
https://www.facebook.com/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church-111653728935626/

Trinity sermons are available on the Trinity church website www.trinitychurch.co.za as audio files under either the “Podcasts” or
“Sermon Archive” web pages of the website. They can be listened to directly from the website or downloaded to your computer

and saved as mp3 files.
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